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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

George D. Little, Director-Institute for Criminal Justice Studies- Center for Safe Communities & Schools

Texas State University

350 N. Guadalupe St, Suite 140, PMB 164

San Marcos, TX 78666

New Training Initiative for Law Enforcement Officers

San Marcos, TX- April 24, 2008. The Center for Safe Communities and Schools will announce a new training initiative for law enforcement officers working in El Paso area schools on Monday, April 28, 2008 at the El Paso Wyndham Airport Hotel at 10:30 AM.  The Center will meet with local ISD’s and LE agencies to introduce the training and its benefits.  The training will be School-Based Law Enforcement (SBLE) Officer Certification training.  Working in cooperation with the Texas School Safety Center, local school districts will train their officers on numerous areas of school safety and security.  This training will be supported with a grant from the Texas Education Agency and is the first of its kind in the state of Texas.

SBLE officers will receive specialized training for working with children in school settings.  Training programs include formal agreements between school districts and law enforcement agencies regarding officer selection, funding, training, supervision, evaluation, and associated issues.  

School-Based Law Enforcement Officer Certification training is 4 weeks in length (not necessarily consecutive).  The training begins with a one week Basic course on law and juvenile justice procedures with some youth culture issues.  The next phase, Intermediate, emphasizes more school law, in-class presentations, and youth culture as well as an introduction to emergency operations and security assessments and audits.  The last two segments, Advanced and Masters, place emphasis on school safety and security, supervision of officers, and emergency management training and exercises.

For more information contact George D. Little (gl20@txstate.edu) or Abbi Mott (am42@txstate.edu) at 877-304-2727.
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